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resigned and was succeeded by Baron Buriao,
The Austrian press denounced the letter as a,
partial forgery, but its publication was the
signal for sarcastic and hostile comment in
Germany.
The spring of 1918 saw conditions in the
dual monarchy more turbulent than ever.
Extreme shortage in food supplies and the
rebellious attitude of the Slavic parties
forced the emperor in May to adjourn the
Austrian Parliament and to inaugurate
autocratic measures to suppress its activities.
Dispatches indicated that Czech leaders had
joined the Italian colors and that their kins-
men in Magyar-German regiments were
openly hostile to the Magyars. la April a
convention of Bohemians, Slavs, Jugo-Slavs,
Rumanians, Serbs, Italians and Poles met in
Rome. This convention, the first assemblage
of representatives of the nationalties op-
posed to Austrian dominion, adopted resolu-
tions in opposition to both Austria-Hungary
and Germany.
Great dissatisfaction was aroused, too, by
the announcement of a treaty made between
William II of Germany and Charles I of
Austria, whereby Austria became virtually a
vassal state of Germany. One of the most
significant provisions was the agreement to
unite, for a period of twenty-five years, the
military forces of the two states, creating
virtually one great army under Germany's
control. All of these factors, combined with
the gradual decline of the military power of
the central empires throughout the summer
and fall of 1918, led inevitably to the dis-
solution of the dual monarchy. Various di-
visions declared their independence in Octo-
ber and November, and Austria-Hungary
©eased to exist.
Divisions of the Former State. The nu-
cleus of the old Austrian empire was the' so-
called German Austria, made up principally
of the crownlands of Upper Austria and
Lower Atistria. On October 23, 1918, the
German-Austrian deputies in the Austrian
Reichsrat issued a declaration announcing
the creation of the "German State of Aus-
tria.^ Elections for deputies to sit in a
new national assembly were held in Febru-
ary, 1919. (For the boundaries of Austria
as determined by the peace conference, see
austria.).
The old kingdom of Hungary (with the
exception of Croatia and Slavonia), was pro-
claimed a republic on November 16,1918, by
 the Hungarian National Council and the two
chambers of Parliament, with Count Michael
Karolyi as President. In January, 1920 a
new Parliament wits elected, and it proceeded
to elect as Regent Nicholas von Horthy.
The republic of Czechoslovakia declared
its independence in October, 1918, and in-
eluded Bohemia, Moravia and other terri-
tories, with capital at Prague.
Thomas G. Masaryk was elected the first
President of the new republic.
The kingdom of Jugo-Slavia is the fourth
division of the old monarchy. In general,
it united the Slavs of Southern Austro-
Hungary and the Slavs of Serbia and
Montenegro. In November, 1928, a national
council appointed Prince Alexander of
Serbia (afterwards king) regent of the
state. The Serbian capital, Belgrade, re-
mained as capital of the new state.
The new boundaries of Poland and Ru-
mania also included territories formerly be-
longing to the dual monarchy.
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AUTOCRAT OF THE BREAKFAST
TABLE, the title of a series of prose sketches
by Oliver Wendell Holmes, first published in
1857-1858 in the Atlantic Monthly. In them
the author impersonates the chief talker, or
"Autocrat," at a Boston boarding-house
breakfast table. Other characters include the
Schoolmistress and the Old Gentleman Op-
posite. By many competent critics, these
sketches, with their genial humor and shrewd
philosophizing on life, are considered the
best literary efforts of the author. They
rank high in American literature.
AUTOGRAPH, aw'to graf} a word mean-
ing writing in one's own hand, derived from
the Greek. A person's signature or a manu-
script in his own handwriting is his auto-
graph. The autographs of famous people
are very valuable; a complete letter written
by Washington or Lincoln, for instance, is
worth several hundred dollars; one written
by Columbus would be priceless. At the
present time eminent people often sell their
autographs for the benefit of charitv.

